The Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF) presupposes the outcomes of any livelihood strategy, including working in micro and small enterprises, the results of interplay of context, access to and level of different sorts of assets, and policies and institutions. Targeting those MSE operators working in Woreda 1 of Lideta sub-city of Addis Ababa and based on qualitative data generated via in-depth interviews, key-informant interviews, and focus group discussion, this paper aims at assessing the level and access of micro and small enterprise operators to various types of capital assets. It was found that the operators have relatively better access to different levels of social, political, and human assets. In addition to the high level of access to and possession of these three types of assets, it is also uncovered that the operators possess a remarkable amount of financial and physical assets. To further augment these capital assets, the study mainly proposes alleviating the market shortage, improving provision of public infrastructure and facilities, availing affordable credit and enhancing the capacity of the operators. Page 2
A livelihood is sustainable when it can cope with and recover from stress and shocks, maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets, and provide sustainable livelihood opportunities for the next generation; and which contributes net benefits to other livelihoods at the local and global levels and in short and long
term' as well.
The Sustainable Livelihoods Framework
Developed first by the United Kingdom's Department for International Development and its partners, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF) was devised originally as a tool to analyze rural development problems and informing the planning of interventions targeted towards poverty reduction (Lloyd-Jones and Rakodi, 2002 Although SLF was initially designed for application in rural settings, nowadays it is becoming popular to understand the livelihoods of poor people in urban areas of developing countries of Africa, South Asia and Latin America (Degefa, 2010) . SLF, as an analytical framework, focuses attention on the assets that poor men and women use, and the strategies they employ to make a living (Ibid).
Some of the salient features of SLF that make it to be widely used in assessing the livelihoods reality of the poor are acknowledging the multi-faceted nature of poverty; recognizing that the poor develop diverse and changing livelihood portfolios addressing their perceptions of their own poverty, but do so within the context of pervasive vulnerability; drawing on (and replenish) capital assets; and having the success of their strategies facilitated or impeded by a range of policies, institutions and processes (PIPs) (Degefa:2008 , Farrington et al, 2002 . The relative importance of these categories of assets varies between urban and rural areas. For instance, financial, human and physical assets are more critical in urban settings whereas more natural capital is highly crucial in rural areas than urban (Meikle, 2002) . Assets are not always owned by the men and women who use them in their livelihood strategies -rather, they may have varying extents of access to and control over these assets. Issues such as access to assets and how the access of urban poor can be improved is a key concern in SL model (Degefa, 2010 , Lloyd-Jones and Rakodi, 2002 , Meikle et al, 2001 ).
Policies, Institutions and Processes (PIPs):
Practically, they denote to institutions (established ways of doing things, such as social norms and belief systems); organizations that can be public, private, non-governmental and community based; and policies or legislation. They are relevant at all levels, from households to international. They are key in determining access to the various types of capital assets that the poor people use in pursuing their livelihood strategies either through acting as conduits to make assets available to them, or as hindrance to their access (Lloyd-Jones and Rakodi, 2002).
Livelihood Strategies: These are the planned and deliberate activities on which people are engaged to build their livelihoods. Mostly they consist of numerous activities targeted to build asset bases and access to goods and services for consumption. Livelihood strategies include coping strategies designed to respond to shocks in the short term, and adaptive strategies designed to improve circumstances in the long term. Livelihood strategies are determined by the assets and opportunities available to and accessible by men 
Sampling Strategy and Procedure
The Lideta sub-city of Addis Ababa city is purposely chosen, among the 10 sub cities of Addis Ababa. This is due to the fact that it is a sub city where there is persistent poverty and high unemployment. In the former case, the sub city has the highest proportion of households under the relative poverty line (53%), making it the most impoverished part of the capital (Netsanet: 2009 , Yared: 2010 To wind up, the operators had better level of cash possession in comparison with their previous life, but it is declining as time passes because of the inflation, increasing price of inputs, basic commodities and services such as transportation. Similarly, the operators more or less have no remittance, pension, and debt. The main reason for lack of the latter, especially from suppliers, is the poor availability of market. However, the studied operators were able to mobilize ample credit and saving resources from formal and non-5 A petty trading activity usually undertaken at road sides and sometimes at designated places. 
Human Capital (HC)
Conceptually, HC refers to the skills, experience, knowledge and ability to work. Clearly FC, in terms of access to employment and earnings, is strongly dependent on adequate HC. In turn, HC is highly dependent on adequate nutrition, health care, safe environmental conditions, and education (Farrington of innovation and opportunities for upgrading and growth among firms. The former, the same writers continued, allows similar businesses to be jointly involved in activities such as sub-contracting, purchase of raw materials, marketing and training whereas the latter denotes linkages which take a form of 'supplier-producer or input-output relations and the sub-contracting of phases of production cycles from vertical linkages'. In spite of this, it was indicated by the operators that cooperation and partnership particularly in market and raw material-related issues was weak. Likewise, the operators spend holidays together and share Sunday's breakfast.
In conclusion, the operators have high level of SC. 
Physical Capital (PC)
PC includes assets such as housing, tools and equipment that people own, rent or use and public infrastructure that they have access to (Farrington et al: 2002) .
While land is generally considered as a natural capital, it is appropriate to see it as a physical asset that enables access to shelter and work premises in addition to having locational significance that provides access to other livelihood 
Housing Conditions
Housing is one of the crucial assets for urban poor, since it is used for both productive (earning income) and reproductive purposes in addition to serving 
Working Place Conditions
According to an official document from the FMSEDA ( The studied MSEs own a variety of working machines, equipment and tools, most of which were purchased by the loan extended from Addis MFI. Welding machine, grinder, drill machine, screw driver, hammer, chisel, wrench, brush, planes, pock shave, back saw, brace, file, meter, tri square, and clamps are some of the work-related machines and equipment owned by the studied MSEs. The presence of these machines, tools and equipment has allowed the operators to produce competitive products in terms of quality and design, in addition to helping them to save their time. In other words, the presence of these machines and tools has resulted in productivity improvement of the operators. So far, it has been contended that access to and investment in production equipment directly generates income and enhances productivity The studied cluster and the shades in it are located very near to a river. The participants of the FGD raised that this has induced two clear problems to the MSEs and their operators. First, since the river brings waste materials from other localities of the city, the chance of those working on the sides of the river to acquire air and water-borne diseases and infections is high. Secondly, the river sides are prone to land sliding and flooding. It was raised by the operators that this has complicated the task of building a fence to protect the shades in the cluster.
Since people always look for sites with good access to livelihood opportunities, public services and amenities, location of an urban land becomes imperative in urban areas ( Payne: 2002) . It is also claimed that accessibility of a location is the ease with which it can be accessed by different modes of transport (Brown and Lloyd-Jones: 2002) . Divergent from these, however, the studied cluster is situated far from the main asphalt road and the condition of the road leading to the cluster from the main road is extremely poor. As it was narrated by one operator, this poor state of the road condition of the locality has culminated in high transportation service cost to the MSEs, in addition to making the cluster difficult for accessibility by the existing and potential customers.
As far as transport facilities are concerned, access to affordable and appropriate public transport is of paramount vitality in expanding the employment opportunities of the urban poor who seek inexpensive access to areas of to employment opportunities or markets will improve residents' access to income-generating work and will reduce transport costs, which can be a significant expenditure and time-drain for the urban poor ( Farrington et al : 2002) . But conversely, as the location of both the residences of most of the operators and the raw material market place-mercato-is far from their working area, the operators could not benefit from reduced transport price. Correlated to this, the participants during the informal conversation told the researcher that the city-wide shortage of public transport, mainly caused by poor supply of buses and road infrastructure, has an adverse effect on their activity as the operators spent hours while waiting for buses.
In most shades owned by the studied MSEs, the researcher noticed the presence of first-aid kit filled with some basic medicines. The participants of the FGD stated that these kits help only the treatment of minor injuries, while there is a likelihood of occurrence of major injuries and fatalities since the operators work long hours with and near to heavy power-driven machines and equipment. This reality alone necessitates the need for establishing a health institution with adequate personnel and other logistics near the cluster.
Nevertheless, there are no such health facilities in close proximity to the cluster, the operators pointed out.
As shown in the preceding discussion, it is found out that the dwellings of the operators were shanty, owned by the kebeles (implicitly implying tenure On the other hand, the operators pointed out that, again due to their membership, they are frequently invited to deliberate on draft government policies and strategies. This means that they are in a position to influence political decisions than non-operators. Besides, during the FGD, few operators boldly argued that their ability and chance to enjoy all the above-indicated 'supports' and the resultant economic and political gains are rewards for their membership in the ruling party. As the operators are always keen to make certain the continuation of these advantages, the operators added that , they are committed to common party-related activities such as recruiting additional members, convincing and mobilizing the wider public during elections, taking part in rallies organized by the party they favor etc…. Therefore, the connection between the government and members of these MSEs seems a kind In a nut shell, as discussed empirically above, the operators have relatively better access to and level of social, political, and human assets. Although not equal to the high level of possession of these three types of assets, it is also found that the operators own a significant amount of financial and physical assets.
Summary of the Way Forward
The specific aim of this paper was to determine the operator's level and access to different kinds of assets. The FC of the MSE operators is constrained by absence of pension income and debt, few remittances, and low cash. On the other hand, the studied operators accessed credit from both formal institutions mainly Addis MFI, whose payback period and interest rate were rated as unfavorable given the market problem of the MSEs and non-formal sources such as borrowing from friends, relatives, and co-workers. It was also indicated public mobilization and lobbying, in addition to being able to enjoy various supports from the government like market linkage, credit access, etc.
As adequately addressed by this study, the SLF is found to be more relevant in explaining the process of asset building of MSE operators, factors facilitating the process and constraints that come across. It was empirically showed that the targeted operators have high level of SC, which could be partially explained by the long-standing Ethiopian culture of reciprocity, mutual support, exchange, social linkage and kinship. The high attention given to the sector by the government is the main factor behind the considerable PC' of the operators. It was also attested that one sort of asset affects the other and the vice versa. This study has also depicted that the SLF could be more helpful to assess urban poverty and livelihoods situation in a detailed manner, if it was applied on a specific group of the urban poor and their strategies. Improving the safety of working areas through building the shades from durable materials, avoiding the proximity of one shade to another, and constructing fence around the cluster helps to avoid risks such as flooding, fire, theft, and land sliding.
Availing credit with affordable cost and suitable repayment terms and conditions. This may be effectuated by the elimination or easing of the unfavorable policies of banks and MFIs in a way that suits the situation and needs of MSEs. Moreover, all the supports extended by the government need to be sustainable and lasting long, not implemented in the period before or during elections.
Trainings, to be effective, must be based on the needs and priorities of the operators. Moreover, the selection of trainees must be undertaken in a fair, rational and transparent manner. Therefore, the sustainability of the sector should be an agenda for future researches.
